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Cyclones Crack Fighting Illini in 4-3 Shootout Win
Crawford snipes lone goal in the shootout as the third shooter
Oct. 29, 2011 (Ames, Iowa) – Midway through the second period, the Cyclones had still not scored on the Fighting Illini after over 90 minutes of play for the weekend, having been shut out 0-1 Friday night, but the Cyclones cracked the Illinois code after the halfway point of Saturday night’s game and went on to win in exciting fashion as Shawn Crawford (Winnipeg, Manitoba – OCN Blizzard/MJHL) sniped a goal in the shootout to snag a 4-3 victory.
Down 2-0 past the midway point of the second period, the Cyclones stopped trying to work the puck across the slot and started firing shots in on net and going for rebounds, and it had the desired effect as J.P. Kascsak (Springfield, Va. – North Bay Trappers/NOJHL) spun and fired the puck toward the net out of the corner and created a rebound out front that James Buttermore (Stillwater, Minn. – Winkler Flyers/MJHL) put home at 12:48 to score Iowa State’s first goal of the weekend. Less than three minutes later, physical play in the neutral zone by the Cyclones generated a turnover that Buttermore and Kascsak got over to Derek Kohles (Johnston, Iowa – Dubuque Thunderbirds/CSHL), who skated into the offensive zone and snuck a shot in short side on the backhand at 15:37, allowing Iowa State to go into the second intermission tied 2-2.

The Cyclones maintained momentum in the third period and established the lead for the first time for the weekend when Kascsak made a pass off the half boards to Buttermore, who fired a shot from the top of the face-off circle that beat Fighting Illini goaltender Nick Clarke at 12:46 for a power play goal with just three seconds remaining on a tripping penalty to Illinois’ J.T. Turner.  
Iowa State looked to be in fine shape to take the win, but a tripping call to Jake Rombach (North Richland Hills, Texas – Winkler Flyers/MJHL) at 17:57 put the Fighting Illini on the power play late.  After a timeout with 2:16 remaining, Illinois tied the game shortly after the ensuing face-off and a flurry in front of Cyclone goaltender Paul Karus (Brookfield, Wisc. – Mass Maple Leafs/CHA) when Mike Evans pinched in from the point and scored over the sprawled Karus at 18:18.  

Karus and the Cyclones withstood a late charge by the Fighting Illini and sent the game to overtime. Both Karus and Clarke stopped all shots that came their direction in the extra frame, which sent the game to a shootout. Karus made a big splits save on Barrera on Illinois’ first shot and Clarke deflected Buttermore’s shot away with his glove on Iowa State’s first attempt in the shootout. Illinois’ Chad Himley hit the post on the Fighting Illini’s next attempt and Clarke made his own big splits save on Rombach.  The Fighting Illini went to Derek Schultz as their third shooter, and he lifted his backhand way over the net, giving Shawn Crawford the chance to win it for the Cyclones as the third shooter of the three-man shootout.  With the team’s hopes riding on his stick, Crawford fired a hard, crisp snap shot from the hash marks and scored top shelf, sending the Cyclone fans at the Ames/ISU Ice Arena into a jubilant roar and his teammates onto the ice in celebration.  
“It’s nice to get win a shootout or overtime game,” said Cyclone Hockey General Manager and Head Coach Al Murdoch after the game, noting the team lost in overtime to Oklahoma earlier in the season and to Arizona in the shootout last weekend and won its first game of the season that went past regulation time.
Aside from Crawford’s game-winning goal in the shootout, Murdoch cited changes the team made after the midway point of the game as a key to reversing the tide of the game.

“We were just playing mediocre last night and the first half of tonight’s game,” said Murdoch. “Second half, we just had to change some things up, so I shortened the bench a little and went with three lines instead of four and moved a couple players around.”
The changes had the desired effect at the Cyclones split the series against Central States College Hockey League rival Illinois and moved the Cyclones’ record to 11-1-1-1 for season. The Cyclones, currently ranked 8th in the ACHA Men’s Division 1 rankings, head out West for their first road games of the 2011-12 season next weekend and play the 4th-ranked Arizona State Sun Devils. Friday night’s game starts at 10:00 p.m. Central Time, and Saturday night’s game starts at 8:00 Central Time. Both games can be seen online on the America One Network. Log onto www.cyclonehockey.com for more information on how to order and watch the games. 

Iowa State returns for home games November 11 and 12 against Minot State University.  The series against the Beavers marks Cyclone Hockey’s “Take Down Cancer” weekend, in conjunction with the National Foundation for Cancer Research.  Fans who have already purchased a “Take Down Cancer” t-shirt during October and those who purchase a shirt online or at either game against Minot State will be entered into raffles each night, with the top prize being an Apple iPad. Numerous other prizes will also be drawn each night. Opening face-off both nights against Minot State is set for 7:30.  Group-rate discounts and rewards start for groups as few as 15 people.  Single-game tickets start as low as $7. Call 515.294.6164 for more information or visit the Cyclone Hockey website.
NOTES: James Buttermore (2-1-3) and J.P. Kascsak (0-3-3) led the way in scoring with three points each. With his three assists, Kascsak moves into first in Cyclone Hockey scoring with 15 points in 14 games on the strength of 6 goals and 9 assists. Buttermore moves into third in team scoring with 13 points, having tallied 7 goals and 6 assists in 12 games, and advances to second in team goal scoring.  Jon Feavel (North Pole, Alaska – Fairbanks Ice Dogs/NAHL), despite being held off the score sheet this weekend, remains in first in goal scoring with nine. After Saturday’s game, Paul Karus’s last two starts have gone into the shootout.  Karus is now 5 for 6 in shootout attempts for the season.  His 1.55 goals-against average and .944 save percentage still lead the team, narrowly ahead of the 1.71 and .937 marks of Peter Alexander (West Vancouver, British Columbia – Winkler Flyers/MJHL). After the second intermission, Shawn Crawford was moved up to center the third line and Mike Dopko was moved up to play defense and the first unit.  Brian Rooney (Palatine, Illinois – Chicago Force/CSHL) and Dominic Toigo (Delta, British Columbia – South Delta Ice Hawks/PIJHL) had occupied those spots in the line-up.  Neither played in the third period or overtime.  The changes marked the first major changes in the line-up so far this season. 
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GAME SUMMARY

GOALS BY PERIOD

1
2
3
FINAL

IOWA STATE


0
2
0
0





ILLINOIS
 

1
1
0
0




First Period – Scoring:  UI, Peter (Schultz), 1:16.  Penalties: ISU, Kascsak (holding), 7:51; ISU, Bueltel (charging), 14:55.
Second Period – Scoring: UI, Schultz (Wirt); 8:54, ISU, Buttermore (Kascsak, Clark), 12:48; ISU, Kohles (Kascsak, Buttermore), 15:37.  Penalties: ISU, Wilkinson (tripping), 1:53; ISU, Cucullu (slashing), 16:07.

Third Period – Scoring: ISU, Buttermore (Kascsak, Helanto), 12:46 (pp); UI, Evans (Barrera, Cardona), 18:18 (pp).  Penalties: UI, Schultz (interference), 6:32; UI, Turner (tripping), 10:49; ISU, Rombach (tripping), 17:57.
Overtime – Scoring: None.  Penalties: None.

Shootout

Team
Shooter

Yes
No

UI
Barrera


X

ISU
Buttermore

X

UI
Himley


X

ISU
Rombach

X

UI
Schultz


X

ISU
Crawford
X

SHOTS BY PERIOD


1
2
3
OT
TOTAL

IOWA STATE



9
10
11
5
35





ILLINOIS



12
8
7
6
33

GOALTENDERS (SV/SH)

1
2
3
OT
TOTAL

ISU, Karus (65:00)


11/12
7/8
6/7
6/6
30/33
UI, Clarke (65:00)


9/9
8/10
10/11
5/5
32/35

POWER PLAY: ISU 1-2; UI 1-5
PENALTIES: ISU 5-10; UI 2-4
